
Cowichan Stewardship Roundtable (CSRT) notes October 21, 2025 

 Attendance:  

Genevieve Singleton (Cowichan Stewardship Roundtable); 

Parker Jefferson, (Cowichan Stewardship Roundtable); 

Tom Rutherford (Cowichan Watershed Board); 

Barry Hetschko (Cowichan Estuary Nature Centre); 

Jim Deck (Cowichan Lake River Stewardship Society (CLRSS)); 

Karen Deck (Cowichan Valley Regional District (CVRD));  

Heather Wright (Fisheries and Oceans Canada Community Advisor) 

Colleen Terlien (Somenos Marsh Wildlife Society (SMWS) 

Karen Jarvis, citizen 

Attending Online:  

Kim Lagimodiere (Cowichan Tribes) 

Bernie Juurlink (Shawnigan Basin Society) 

Bruce Coates (Nature Cowichan, Cowichan Community Land Trust) 

Francis Guyver (MOSAIC Forest Management) 

Jill Thompson (Cowichan Watershed Board) 

 

Regrets: 

Katie Mosewich (CVRD) 

Ellery Jackson-Renz (CVRD) 

Sunny Mizushima (DFO) 

9:00-9:50 am – Genevieve - CSRT Business  

1.     Quw’utsun Mustimuhw land acknowledgement. We are hosted on Cowichan Tribes 

continuously occupied, unceded territory. 

 

2. Appreciation to Fish Health staff and Freshwater Fisheries Society  

 

3. Thank you to Karen and Jim Deck for bringing coffee and cinnamon buns! 

 

4. Problems with email still to be resolved with Shaw email addresses, apologies for any 

impacts this may be having 

.  

5. Next month’s speaker will be Brian Houle from Domtar on in-season water management 
in the Cowichan River. CWB staff will also be making a presentation.  

 
6. Dec. – Christmas potluck after meeting at noon. Jennifer Moss speaking on cold water 

refugia. 
 

7. Review of Thank you Poster for QSS event 
 



8. G. Reads draft report to be shared with funders and posted to website 

- No specific comments but G. identifies some changes to be made 
 

9. Acknowledges support to event by Kate and Ellery (CVRD), Robert Martin and 
Lulumexun 

 
10. Discussion of date selection for next year’s event 

- Potential conflicts with either Truth and Reconciliation Day or Cowichan 
Exhibition 

- Kim suggests consulting with Sharon Henry on picking ate for next years event 
 

11. G. expresses concern with lower attendance at CSRT meetings 

• Karen deck – this table is important – more impactful that just those that 
attend meetings 

• Value in relationship developed with Cowichan Tribes 

• Jim Deck – attendance still good – seems like less with virtual attendees 

• Heather – you can never provide too many education/engagement 
opportunities! 

• Jill: – Bonnie doing a contract for CT on behalf of “Waters Edge” requesting 
input on survey soliciting input on restoration projects carried out in the 
watershed since 2007 

• Suggests Bonnie and Jill – come to roundtable to gather this information 
– Roundtable provides a great opportunity to do that – just one example 
of the value of the roundtable  

 
0950-1045 Roundtable 

 

Karen Jarvis  

• no update but she really appreciates the opportunity to come and learn what is going on 

and she shares the information 

Heather Wright – DFO Community Advisor 

• Cowichan R hatchery has all brood and will be starting egg takes soon 

• Cowichan Lake hatchery still engaging in broodstock collection 

• Currently 17K Chinooks in river thru fence  

• Conversation around smaller sizes of returning salmon in general 
Colleen Terlien - Somenos Marsh Wildlife Society 

• Sowing seeds of indigenous shrubs as part of restoration efforts 

• Nest box auction – painted boxes – by Robert Bateman – please have a look at 
Somenos website and place a bid! Funding goes to support SMWS activities. 

• Bruce – to post on Nature Cowichan Calendar – send things to Bruce “for posting” in 
subject line - suggests similar approach to sending things to Genevieve for posting to 
CSRT site 

Bruce Coates - Nature Cowichan and Land Trust 

• Shaw accounts having problems – not just CSRT – Emails not going through to Shaw 
accounts. Similar problems with CERCA membership 



• CCLT  
o new project working on Conservation Springboard – directed at conservation 

covenants – resources to help private property owners put covenants on land 
o Wednesdays’ talk on line - Cowichan Garry Oak preserve – volunteer planting 9-

12 

• Nature Canada- talk on becoming an environmental physiologist this evening 730 tonight 
with details and zoom links on Nature Cowichan Calendar 

 

Francis Guyver – MOSAIC Forest Management 

• Pam Jorgenson has left Mosaic – now with Private Managed Forest Land Council 

• Francis is from UK – 9 years in Scotland practicing forestry 

• 2.5 years with Snuneymuxw FN – now with Mosaic 

• Francis will be assuming Pam’s duties with the 4 Mile Creek hatchery 

• Welcome Francis 
 

Kim Lagimodiere – Cowichan Tribes 

• Acting Marine program manager 

• Larry George – on extended leave – Jen George also on leave 

• Bethany Coulthard is acting Lulumexun director, Wayne Paige Jr. acting associate 
director 

• Howard Jack acting fisheries manager 

• Kim’s team has been working on supported Island Indigenous food gathering event in a 
variety of ways 

o Landing craft transportation, free diving for urchins etc., interviews with CBC 
Ideas,  

• Partnering with PSF and BCCF research monitoring seals/sea lions 

• Monitoring gear stolen – but thief turned on beacon and police returned some equipment 
and data 

o During drone flight over breakwater ID’ed kayaker too close too sealions – 
resulted in increased signage and outreach information regarding marine 
mammal interactions and regulations 

• This past summer did final sample round for Rain Coast (Dr. Peter Ross) water quality 
program. Broadly scoped study with over 100 parameters tested 

• Question – Bruce – nature Cowichan members water bird survey Oct. 12 – derelict 
vessel and fuel slick. Any progress or anything that can be done to address derelict 
vessels issue 

o Kim – massive backlog on this file, Transport Canada looking at amending 
legislation.  

o Kim is also working on Transport Canada report on cumulative effects of marine 
shipping on S coast of BC.  Trying to promote clean marinas and safer and 
cleaner boating practices 

o Hosting workshop in Maple Bay to promote clearer marinas 
 

Bernie Juurlink 

• Mill Bay and District Cons. Society has moved 3217 coho upstream (Shawnigan Creek)  



o – 2022 (brood year) 4331 moved  

• CERCA doing microplastics studies in Cowichan estuary – 2 papers published (razor 
clam focus)  

• SBS together with KWWG –presentation at the Hub Nov. 29 3-5 – Trouble in the 
Headwaters film – Film directors and subject matter experts discussion on forestry 
practices impacting floods landslides and summer water flow. 

 
Karen Deck – CVRD Director Area I 

• Attends – Vancouver Island Coastal solid waste and circular economy committee 
o Working on how to reduce waste that could be recycled or composted 
o CVRD has 3 stream waste management (garbage, recyclables, compost) 
o BC govt. has taken away funding for recycling mattresses 
o CVRD trucks waste to Washington – by reducing organics and mattresses it’s a 

big bonus and cost savings 
o Also attends  

▪ Our Cowichan – community HUB of several organizations: 

• meals on the ground, climate, senior’s issues, homelessness, 
health, literacy etc. 

• Blown away by the level of care, love, commitment demonstrated  

• Meals on the ground – volunteers feed 50 people three times a 
week – amazing experience 

• Climate group – with CVRD another organization member of 
community HUB 

▪ Very privileged to attend these organizations 
 

Jim Deck - CLRSS 

• CRLSS – Stream to street cleanup – CLRSS conducting a review of This successful 
2025 event and now planning 2026 event.  

• Next year’s event likely early October.  
 

Barry Hetschko - Cowichan Estuary Nature Centre/Koksilah working group 

• CENC – AGM – Bernie gave a bat talk 

• Staff receiving training for a new education/outreach program for children – “Estuary 
Explorers  

o A multifaceted program that recognizes Indigenous Lands, Culture and History, 
connect with a supplement BC teacher with BC’s core learning objectives and 
provide fun information about our estuaries with the messaging that we can make 
a positive difference in helping to conserve natural creatures and their homes 

o For more info contact Sierra at Estuary Nature centre 
 
Tom Rutherford – Cowichan Watershed Board 
 

• Wonderful speaker series event last night – When the Tide is Out the Table is set – 
Indigenous Food sovereignty 

o Mayor Michelle Staples, Cheyenne Williams, Mena Willisams, Meryl Sylvester, 
Dr. Shannon Waters, Tim Kulchyski all spoke 



• Next Speaker Series Event Monday Nov. 17, 7pm VIU – Kristina Disney, UVIC Doctoral 
Candidate on her Hydrology work in the Koksilah Watershed. 

• Email info@cowichanwatershedboard.ca if you want to get on our distribution list 

• Strong WQ monitoring partnership (Feds, Prov. Local Govt. Cowichan Tribes, CWB) 
coming to a close for another summer season. Props to all involved 

• BCGEU job action highlights how much we all depend on our partners – WLRS and 
MOE staff are really missed. 

• Had a long conversation with Mark Angelo and he specifically remarked on the great 
Quw’utsun Sta’lo Skweyul (Mark is the Rivers Day guy who started what is now a global 
movement) 

 
Genevieve - CSRT 

• Busy with a variety of interpretive events with a salmon/flora focus 

• Shout out to Land Trust anonymous donor – funding for interpretive work with 
Genevieve and Siilh’na’mut Ken Elliot to provide “Salmon and the Forest Nature 
Programs run out of Cowichan Hatchery and Stoltz, Thank you to Steph Cottell and 
Land Trust board for handling funds 

• Upcoming Walk in Garry Oak preserve with Ken Elliot funded by new funder. Centre for 
Indigenous Environmental Resources (CIER)  

• Upcoming Event:  
o Garry Oak Ecosystems Gathering organized by GOERT (www.gooert.ca) at 

UVIC Nov. 1 and 2. Sulatiye’ Maiya Modeste, Cowichan Tribes and lead at 
P’hwulhp (Garry oak) Restoration Coordinator at Stqeeye’ Learning Society, 
Saltspring will be presenting: Garry Oak Meadows: Understanding a Living 
Cultural Landscape. one of the presenters, along with Alyssa Zandvliet and Nava 
Sachs who have been doing their research in the Cowichan Estuary. Their 
presentation is called Reconsidering “Garry oak and associated ecosystems and: 
how Quw’utsun food systems transcend classification boundaries and connect 
ecologies on a landscape sale.  
 

 
1100-1200 
 
Presentation – CSRT co-chair, Parker Jefferson, presented on the citizen science work being 
done in the valley on bat monitoring.  
 
 
 

 

mailto:info@cowichanwatershedboard.ca
http://www.gooert.ca/

